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  The past year came with challenges most of us have never seen
in our lifetimes. A global pandemic persisted. Businesses faced
more downturns. The economy was sluggish. Individuals and
families were struggling. Loved ones were lost.
  Yet through it all, the Hays County Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) persevered. We gained new members.
We implemented new protocols. We offered more training, We
assisted at fires, vaccine clinics and events.

THANK YOU, CERT!
CERT Shined in 2021 

Celebrating
CERT Members 

MORE GOOD NEWS
IN THIS ISSUE

Message from the Program Manager Pg 3

Volunteer Spotlight Pg 4

Upcoming Training Opportunities Pg 4

Photos of CERT Members Pg 3, 5
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Volunteer Strength: 294
Volunteer Hours: 14,268 
Missions: 56

HaysCo CERT had the 
following impact in 2021:

  The Office of Emergency Services
could not be more proud of our CERT
members. The dedication, innovation
and team work were admirable. The
comradery was heartwarming. And
the compassion was palpable. 
  Thanks to each of you for all you give, all you do and all you
bring to this team. You are making Hays County a more
resilient community.



CERT MEMBERS STEP UP
  News reports of freezing temps came
days in advance. That's when CERT
members, along with the Hays County
Office of Emergency Services (OES)
stepped up. 

  Days prior to the freeze, CERT issued a
mission to assist at the Southside Center
in San Marcos. 

  "We know members of our community
who are experiencing housing instability
need a warm place to stay the night when
temps drop so low," said CERT Program
Manager Brandon High.

  Rowe Ray and Rachel Maldonado signed
up to spend the night at the shelter and
assist anyone needing a warm bed and
some hot food.

  On another night during the freezing
temps. "Retired" Mel B." - also known as Mel
Barrentine, worked a shift at the Southside
Center. 

  "Without the support and dedication of
our CERT members, we could not provide
this level of service to our community," said
Mike Jones, OES Director.

RACHEL MALDONADO (LEFT AND
BELOW), ASSISTANT LEADER OF

THE KYLE/BUDA DIVISION,
PULLED AN OVERNIGHT SHIFT AT

THE SOUTHSIDE COMMUNITY
CENTER ON A FREEZING NIGHT
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 Hello Hays County CERT members! Can you believe the first month of 2022 is over already?
Seems like we just did a CERT newsletter!

 We have much to share and celebrate this month. Our Volunteer Spotlight is shining on George
Conwill, who was the 2021 Volunteer of the Year. Read all about his involvement with CERT.

 New members are being onboarded, teams are expanding and CERT is making headway. So
much of our growth is thanks to all our members out in their neighborhoods making a difference
every day. Together we are building a more resilient community.

 I extend my thanks and kudos to the CERT members who assisted with the recent devastating
fire in downtown Kyle. Two businesses were completely destroyed. During the more than 10-
hour event, CERT volunteers performed rehab on firefighters. They did so with great
professionalism and teamwork. 

 It's this kind of dedication and action that will help CERT continue to recruit new members. I
applaud each of you!

Keep up the great work, everyone. It's making a difference!
-Brandon

MESSAGE FROM THE CERT
PROGRAM MANAGER

CERT members responded to the mission to put together COVID test kits for the City of San
Marcos. The kits were for distribution to city residents. CERT members helped bag about

3,000 test kits. And maybe had a little fun along the way!

Great 
job!

HaysCo CERT Program
Manager, Brandon High
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CERT VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

UPCOMING EVENTS AND TRAININGS

GEORGE CONWILL
  Following a military career where he worked his way up
to a Colonel, George Conwill was looking for a way to get
involved in his community and give back. His career had
taken him on three tours of duty in the middle east. He
spent some time in Germany as well.  
  "I was feeling a little lost from not working," he said
recently. "I was looking for a volunteer opportunity
because as an military brat and later as a career Army
Armor officer, I'd never really had a chance to volunteer
before."
  In 2021 alone, George volunteered more than 2,000
hours with the Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) here in Hays County. Then in December he was
named as the Volunteer of the Year.
  That's just one reason why George Conwill is this
month's Volunteer Spotlight.
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February Q&A, Member Meeting
02/03/2022
Kyle Fire Station #1
210 W. Moore St., Kyle
6:15 to 7 p.m. Community Q&A. All CERT
members and interested residents are
welcome to attend!
7-8 p.m. Kyle/Buda Member meeting;
discussing CERT Jackets, TDVR, team training
and reviewing the call out. All HaysCo CERT
members are encouraged to attend.

Be sure to sign into TDVR and
check for new missions,

trainings and more!

CERT Volunteer 
George Conwill of
Dripping Springs

Continued on Pg 6

Winter Shelter Mission
2/3-2/5/2022
Southside Community Center
510 S. Guadalupe Street
San Marcos, TX 78666
Overnight Shift Supervisors Needed

CERT Course G-317
2/7-2/12/2022
Class Times:
  02/07 6-10 p.m.
  02/08 6-10 p.m. 
  02/09 6-10 p.m. 
  02/10 6-10 p.m. 
  02/12 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
First Baptist Church Wimberley
15951 Winters Mill Parkway
Wimberley, TX 78676

CONTINUED ON PG 6



CERT PHOTOS

Photos by Rowe Ray and Candy Lonnie

"Thank you to the CERT
team. We love and
appreciate you all    "
- Kyle Council Member
Yvonne Flores-Cale on
Facebook
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  HaysCo CERT team members from all over the county
recently assisted with firefighter rehab during a massive fire
in downtown Kyle. The event lasted for more than nine hours.
We cannot express our heartfelt thanks adequately. These
folks left their warm beds in the middle of the night to be
leaders in their community. 

  Our immeasurable thanks goes to: Peter Parcher, Candy
Lonie, Wayne Kamaura, Rowe Ray, Mike Watson, Rachel
Maldonado, Mike Rubsam, Gary Callon, Mel Barrentine, Nola
Stowe and Mary Conway. 

  Kyle Division Leader Parcher said, "It was a great show of
Hays County CERT teamwork. I believe we had at least one
member from each team. Working together ensured this
tasking was a huge success and first responders were
supported to the very best of our ability. Thank you one and
all for all you do."

Kudos to CERT!

  Candy added, "I want to personally thank each of you for not only
sacrificing your time, but for the way each of you responded. Due
to the size of the incident and the multiple agencies involved, our
taskings and priorities were frequently and quickly changing.
Without hesitation, several of you jumped from one duty to another
and back again as requests were made. You did so without question
or complaint." 



CONTINUED FROM PG 4

UPCOMING EVENTS AND TRAININGS

  George, who lives in Dripping Springs,
joined CERT in 2017. Over the past five
years, he has taught CERT classes,
volunteered at 38 COVID-19 vaccine clinics
and was on the executive a board as a
planner. While he recently stepped down
from the board, George said he will remain
active as a volunteer.
  He added that when people ask him about
whether they need any special skills to be a
CERT team member, he tells them there's
something for everyone.
  "Don't think you need to have special skills
to be a productive member of CERT," he
said. "Age, skill level, disabilities…none of
that detracts from your ability to be a
volunteer with us."
  George said when he worked the vaccine
clinics, people would see him and other
CERT members and ask questions.
"They would see our hats and shirts and say,
'CERT - what is that'?'", he said.
  It turned out to be a great way to recruit
new members who could see themselves
doing what CERT members were doing.
Indeed, as a CERT member, George has done
everything from call-outs for fire rehab to
teaching classes on light search and rescue
to working special events and vaccine
clinics.
  He recommends that even if someone isn't
ready to make a full commitment to be an
active volunteer, they should consider
taking CERT classes to become more
knowledgeable and resourceful.
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Continued from Pg 4   "Learn about emergency preparedness
whether or not you want to be active," he
said. "Learn how to be prepared for all the
things we've been seeing: a major life-
threatening freeze, massive flooding, fires…
those thing are happening. It's good to be
prepared."
  George said taking CERT classes and
getting trained can allow you to help
yourself, your family and your neighbors
should there be an emergency situation.
  "We are teaching our residents to be more
resilient, ready for just about anything," he
said. "And that helps our entire community."

New Member Orientation & CERT Monthly Meeting
2/12/2022
PSB building 
810 S. Stagecoach Trail, San Marcos 
8-9:00 a.m. New Member Orientation 
9-11 a.m. HCCERT Monthly meeting

Traffic Control
02/12/2022  |  12:15 - 2:15 p.m.
Kyle Fire Station #1
210 W. Moore St., Kyle
Traffic Control Training provided by Kyle Police
Department. Includes classroom and practical
exercises. CERT Hi-Viz shirt or vest required. KPD is
requesting participants complete NHTIM course prior
to attending. Visit this website to complete training. 

Nominate a CERT member for an
upcoming Volunteer Spotlight!

email kim.hilsenbeck@co.hays.tx.us

https://www.respondersafety.com/training/tim-person-professional-certification/

